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This post office, although built in the 20th century,
employs classical details., It is basically a one story
rectangular brick structure with a more recent addition
on the rear, plus an addition on the south side, continuing
the same size and material of the original portion of the
building. There are five bays in the front. Aabove the
double glass door is a round arch with ornamental radials.
Identical arches are used above the two windows on either
side of the door. 1In front of the door is a pedimented
portico, supported by four corinthian columns. £lightly
above the windows in the end bays are recessed rectangles,
The cornice is just below the roofline and is ornamented by
a meander pattern and repeated flor=al notif,
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This building is not architecturally or historically

significant.
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On April 20, 1912, The Sixty-second Congress,
Second Session (Calendar 582, Senate Report 641)
authorized the secretary of the treasury to purchase
a site in Cambridge and erect a building to be used
as a United States Post Office.

The site selected was located at the southwest
corner of Church and High streets, The building
shown in this May 10, 1916 photograph was
located northeast of the High Spot restaurant and
housed the photography studio of Charles E. Finley
(109 High Street) and the insurance office of
Edwin Dashiell (107 High Street). The building
was demolished to make room for the new post

office. Courtesy of Thomas B. Radcliffe
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In this southeast view from the rear of Christ Epis-
copal Church on Church Street, it is obvious#that
the post office lot was used as a shortcut to the busi-
ness district. The Hotel Dixon and the Daily
Banner office are visible on High Street; the
Standard Steam Laundry building, which was
located at 111 High Street, was demolished and
removed jg 1916.
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On August 1, 1917, the post office basement exca-
vation was complete; aiming his camera and using
a laborer to show scale, the photographer docu-
mented the construction progress. Courtesy of
Thomas B. Radcliffe

On Novemeber 1, 1917, the basement and first-
floor foundation were nearing completion. This
photograph was taken from the infersection of
Church and High streets, looking west; the Zion
Church tower and Loney Slacum’s garage can be
seen in the background. Courtesy of Thomas B,
Radcliffe




An unidentified construction supervisor suspiciously
eyes the photographer. This September 1917 view,
looking east towards the courthouse, shows the
Court Lane Building before it was veneered with
brick. Courtesy of Thomas B. Radcliffe

Looking south across High Street, the front facade of
he Chronicle Building and the deltvery truck used
7 C. R. Corkran, confectioner, can be seen. The
vsicture was taken Oclober 1, 1917. Courtesy of
Thomas B. Radcliffe
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Seven neighborhood children seated themselves on
the High Street curb and became part of this June
1, 1918 picture. Courtesy of Thomas B. Radcliffe

Y SVrads )
The newly completed post office is shown. Courtesy
of Morley Jull collection
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134-35 the Cambridge Post Office building
was extended toward the west, and the interior was
remodeled. This photograph, taken on January 1,
1935, shows the excavation for the new basement:
the High Spot building is in the background.

The front steps were narrowed, and a portico
with columns was added. All of the fine interior
woodwork was removed. Courtesy of Thomas B.
Raddliffe
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